
Matthew 18: 15-20 

Jesus said to his disciples: “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault between you and 
him alone. If he listens to you, you have won over your brother. If he does not listen, take one or two 
others along with you, so that ‘every fact may be established on the testimony of two or three 
witnesses.’ If he refuses to listen to them, tell the church.  If he refuses to listen even to the church, then
treat him as you would a Gentile or a tax collector.  

Amen, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 
earth shall be loosed in heaven.  Again, amen, I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything 
for which they are to pray, it shall be granted to them by my heavenly Father.  For where two or three 
are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them. 

  

Background:  This reading is full of ideas that need to be sorted out.  The three-step correction process
Jesus institutes substantially corresponds with the rules and regulations of the two principal Essene 
communities: Qumran, where the Dead Sea Scrolls are discovered in 1947, and Mt. Carmel.  Jesus’ 
ancestors are from Mt. Carmel where they maintain a library and great school of learning.  It is here 
that many of their great teachers including John the Baptist are said to be educated.  The Essenes are 
indescribably pious and devout; taking much of their esoteric teaching from Moses.  The Mosaic law 
requires that every fact be proved by the testimony of, at least, two witnesses (Dt 19:15).  “Two” in 
Essene numerology symbolizes worship and ethics.  Jewish tradition classifies the Ten Commandments
into two categories: those that dictate the relationship between man and God (worship); and, those that 
dictate the conduct of humans towards one another (ethics).  Here Jesus gives judicial authority to the 
Church (Gk., “ekklesia”).  Ekklesia is singular.  It is used two times in the New Testament.   Both times
it refers directly to the jurisdictional authority of the one, true Church; the singular Catholic Church.    

Binding and Loosing of Sins:  Both times the word “ekklesia” is used in connection with “binding 
and loosing.”  Josephus, a first century Jewish historian, writes that disputes among the rabbis are so 
numerous in Jesus’ time that the expression “to loose and to bind” becomes a standard reference to their
endless disagreements.  Jesus puts an end to the question over who has the real authority to bind and 
loose.  He gives the promise of the keys to Peter alone.  The keys are a widely used metaphor to 
describe religious, legislative and judicial authority.  In the OT, Moses has final authority to establish 
and adjudicate the law.   In the NT, Jesus establishes a hierarchy within His Church.  The Apostles are 
given subordinate religious, legislative and judicial authority, but Peter has the unquestioned 
supremacy, by virtue of the keys, to open and shut in order that no one can oppose him on matters of 
faith and morals.  Thus, the Church can be appealed to for judiciary purposes and be binding on the 
hearts and souls of Christians universally.  Otherwise, the words of Jesus are reduced to nonsense, 
because what church can the more than 40,000 Protestant denominational churches appeal to for 
judicial purposes? 

What guarantees the efficacy of prayer? Why does Jesus often pray alone? 


